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.astonishment of the assembly and the despair of the Chief Pre-
sident, and the handful of people who appeared by their em-
barrassment to be interested in the Due du Maine. The Mare-
•chal de Villeroy, without knitting his brow, had a disturbed
look, and the eyes of the chief accuser oftener were inundated
with tears. I was not able to distinguish well his cousin and
intimate friend the Marshal d'Huxelles, who screened himself
beneath the vast brim of his hat, thrust over his eyes, and who
did not stir. The Chief President, stunned by this last thunder-
bolt, elongated his face so surprisingly, that I thought for a
moment his chin had fallen upon his knees.
However, the Keeper of the Seals having called upon the
King's people to speak, they replied that they had not heard
the proposition of M. le Due, therefore his paper was passed to
them from hand to hand, during which the Keeper of the Seals
repeated very kindly what the Regent had added upon the
.seniority of the Marshal de Villeroy over the Due du. Maine.
Blancmesnil merely threw his eyes upon the paper of M". le Due,
-and spoke, after which the Keeper of the Seals put it to the
vote. I gave mine loud enough, and said, " As for this affair I
vote with all my heart for giving the superintendence of the
King's education to M. le Due."
The votes being taken, the Keeper of the Seals called the
•chief greffier, ordered him to bring his paper and his little
bureau near his, so as to do all at once; and in presence of the
King's register everything that had been read and resolved, and
•signed also. This was done without any difficulty, according
to forms, under the eyes of the Keeper of the Seals, who never
raised them: but as there were five or six documents to regis-
ter they took up a long time.
I had well-observed the King when his education was in
•question, and I remarked in him no sort of alteration, change,
or constraint. This was the last act of the drama: he was
quite lively now the registrations commenced. However, as
there were no more speeches to occupy him, he laughed -with
those near, amused himself with everything, even remarking
that the Due de Louvigny had on a velvet coat, and laughed

